
I

F IELD REPORTS 

J 

FLORIDA
 

WOW! Third grader Schenatsar Dorvilier, 8, learns that the 
longest word in the English language, a term for an enzyme, 
has 1,909 letters, according to her new dictionary, donated 
by the Rotary Club of Naples Bay, Fla., USA. The club donat­
ed 106 dictionaries to Schenatsar and all her fellow th ird 
graders at Shadowlawn Elementary in November, The club 
and the 12 others in Collier County gave more than 3,000 
dictionaries to the county's third graders in 2006. 
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Rotarians responded swiftly toappeals 

toprovide emergency relief formore 

than twomillionsurvivorsof Typhoon 

Durian inthePhilippines. 

Thedisaster, whichstruckon30 

November, left 1,399 dead , many 

buriedbymudslides, accordingtothe 

Centre forResearch on theEpidemi­

ologyofDisasters.Thetyphoon also 

destroyed property and infrastructure 

across 13provinces,according tothe 

United Nations. 

Teotimo Reyes Jr. , governor of 

District 3820(Philippines), received 

news ofthecatastroph ic ra inswhile 

attendinga Rotaryzoneinstitute in 

Jakarta, Indonesia. He immediatelyflew 

back tothePhilippines. 

Rotary clubs and districtsall over 

thecountry raised fundsand collected 

itemssuchas rice, noodles,clothes, 

medicine, andbottled water. 

Past District Governor Michael Lirio 

accompanied Reyestosomeof thedis­

aster sites. "What made itworse in 

Albay [Province] wasthefact that afew 

monthsback, Mayon Volcanohad been 

spewing rocksand ashes, which turned 

intoakillermudflow with themore than 

400millimeters [16inches] ofrains 

dumped bythetyphoon," hesaid . 

ShelterBox,a Rotarian-led emer­

gency relief project basedin Cornwall, 

England,quicklyassembled and 

shipped 610ShelterBoxes tothe 

Philippines. Eachconsistedof a 10­

person tentand survival items packed 

ina49-gallonreusableplasticcontainer. 

"Wearealways ready," said 

ShelterBoxfounderTom Henderson, of 

the RotaryClub ofHelston-Lizard. 
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